60     ANCIENT AND MODERN IMPERIALISM
Cicero himself pleaded eloquently the cause of the insanum forum, which answered to our Stock Exchange, in a speech on the Manilian law, bearing a very close resemblance to the arguments brought forward at times in London, and still more in Paris, on behalf of the bondholders of foreign loans.1
It is one of the peculiarities of an administrative system which is honeycombed with corrupt practices that accusations of corruption are sown broadcast, and when, as often happens, they are false, do almost as much harm as the corrupt practices themselves.2 This is what frequently happened in ancient times at Rome. Charges of corruption, often true, and also probably at times false, which were usually coupled with accusations of high treason, became a fertile source of wealth to the Treasury.3 Sallust, in spite of the some-
1  Warde Fowler, " Social Life, etc./' p. 75.
2  "The  Roman   Emperors   employed   certain agents (styled agentes in rebus) to visit the provinces and furnish the  supreme   Government  with  information  respecting their condition. . . . They are accused of having ruined persons  in the  remote provinces by false accusations" (Lewis, " Government of Dependencies/* pp. 162-63).
3  " Ancharius Priscus Caesium Cordum pro consule Cretae postulaverat repetundis, addito majestatis crimine, quod